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PUBLISHER NOTE 


Dr.H. Sreenivasiah president of Karnataka Gandhi 
Smaraka Nidhi, authored in Kannada "Namma Gandhi Tata" 
in 2002. The simple book is popular among the children. 


Now, he has rendered the same in English, with the title, 
"Rastrapita Mahatma Gandhi" to reach a wider section of 
children. 

We hope the book would be received by children in 
good spirit. 

We thank Dr. Sreenivasiah for giving us an opportunity 
to publish this children's book. 


Also thanks to M/s. Lavanya Mudrana for printing the 
same. 


H.R. Dasegowda 


Hon. Secretary 
Karnataka Gandhi Smaraka Nidhi 


A WORD FROM THE AUTHOR 


A number of Books have been written on Gandhiji. This 
book is specially for Children. Special thanks to Prof. H.R. 
Dasegowda who encouraged me to write this book. 

I hope this book in English would help to bring larger 
section of children to Gandhiji. 


Dr. H. Sreenivasiah 
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Rashtrapitha Mahathma Gandhi 


1. Grand Pa Gandhi 
~ "Gandhi" - almost all people in the world 
have heard his name. There are many "Gandhis". 
Let us list the names of "Gandhis". They are 
Feroz Gandhi, Indira Gandhi, Sanjay Gandhi, 
Rajiv Gandhi etc. One Gandhi is left out. Who is 
he? That is Mahatma Gandhi "Our Grand - Pa". 
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, whose photo you 
find on the wall in almost all the houses, is also 
called Bapu. Even children recognise him and say, 
"He is Gandhi, Grand-Pa." 


Mohan was his name. Karamchand was his 
father's name. Gandhi is the surname. Mohan had 
good habits. He was born in the year 1869. 


2. Story of Copying 


He was learning English in school at the age 
of twelve. He never uttered a lie to his friends or 


teachers. 


i) 


Once an Inspector of schools came to his 
class. To test the students, he dictated five words 
and asked them to write. "Kettle" was one of the 


words. 


Mohan wrote wrong spelling. The class 
teacher noticed it. He gently pressed Mohan's foot 


to give a hint that he had written the word wrong 
and to look into his friend's slate and correct it. 


Mohan understood why his teacher pressed 


his foot. But he did not agree to copy from his 


friend. He told his teacher, "The inspector is 


3 


testing me whether I know the correct spelling. It 
is wrong to copy." 


After a while the Inspector checked what the 
students had written. All the students had written 
correctly except Mohan. 


As soon as the Inspector left the room, 
the teacher scolded Mohan. "What you have 
written is wrong. Though I suggested you to 
copy from your friend, you did not do so. You are 
a fool." 


Mohan did not reply. He was glad that he 
did not copy. He was happy that he was 
honest. 


3. Lessons of Non-Violence 
- Love and Truth 


Gandhi's family was well known among 
the business community. His parents were noble 
and religious. They were honest and intelligent. 
Their character was good. As Gandhi belonged 
to such a family, all the good traits were inborn 


in him. Honesty, morality, and independent 
spirit were among the inborn traits in him. He 
loved to serve his parents. He was interested in the 
moral stories like that of Shravana and 


Harischandra. 


However, he learnt some bad habits too. He 
learnt smoking. He believed that man must eat 
meat to be strong to drive out the British. Secretly 
without the knowledge of his parents, he started 
eating meat along 
with his brother. 
This required 
money, which he 
borrowed from 
his friends. He did 
not know how to 
return this loan. He 
secretly sold a bit 
of gold from his 
bracelet and got rid 
of the loan. He was 
unhappy with all 


Gandhi at the age of fourteen that he had done. 


He resolved not to steal or eat meat again. He 
wanted to confess his misdeeds to his father. 


Mohan's father was sick. He was afraid that 
he might upset his father. So he wrote down his 
confession and gave it to his father. Tears rolled 


His father's tears taught the lesson of Non-Violence 


out from his father's eyes. Later, Mohan says 
"Those pearl drops of love cleansed my heart and 
washed my sins away. It taught me the lesson of 
Non-Violence". He left all bad habits and love 


filled his heart. 


He was married 1883 at an early age. After 
passing the matriculation examination, he was 


Gandhi as a student in London 


interested in going to college. But proved a failure. 
Then a family friend advised to send him to 
London to study Law. During those days, travel- 
ling across the sea was a taboo. He was threatened 
that he would be treated as an outcaste by his 
community. Gandhi was not afraid of this. He sold 
his wife's jewels and got ready to go to England. 
He got the blessings of his mother before he left. 
She took a promise from him that he would not 


drink wine, eat meat or seek the company of 
women. 
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4. All religions are same 


Gandhi wanted to mix freely with the English 
people. He started learning western dance and 
music. He gave up this when he realised that 
they were not useful to his life. He always 
remembered the promise made to his mother. 
Meanwhile, he learnt cooking vegetarian food. 


Gandhi had a religious background since his 
younger days. As a result, he developed interest in 
studying and discussing religious issues. 


He started studying Geeta and other religious 
books. 


The english youth were not used to marry at 
an early age. He was shy to inform his friends 
that he was married. He told them that he was 
unmarried. Then he realised that telling a lie was 
wrong. He decided to speak the truth. 


He was hardly 22 years old when he returned 
to India as Barrister. His mother had died. He 
started practising as a lawyer in 1891. His practice 
was not successful either in Bombay or in Rajkot. 
During that time an Indian trading company in 


"Barrister Gandhi in Johannesburg" 


South Africa 
offered him a job 
to assist in their 
legal matters. He 
accepted the of- 
fer and left for 
South Africa in 
1893. The atmo- 
sphere there was 
not congenial. 
Colour prejudice 
was prevailing. 
The government 
treated Indians 
very badly. Indi- 


ans and Asians were looked down. Gandhi was 


called "Cooli Barrister." 


Once Gandhi was travelling by first class 
compartment in the train from Durban to Pretoria. 
The railway official pushed him out of the first 
class compartment, after noticing his black colour, 
even though Gandhi had the required ticket. 


Once he was travelling by a horse drawn 
coach. The conductor did not offer a seat but 
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Railway Officer pushed Gandhi out of the First class 
Compartment as his colour was black 


asked him to sit near his feet. Gandhi did not 
agree. Gandhi was beaten and thrown out. Inspite 
of this, he did not complain to the police. 


5. Social Service 


Indians belonging to various religions were 
living in South Africa. Gandhi helped them 
to come together. Gandhi taught them unity, truth 
and love and they started living like brothers. This 
made their lives happy. 


Gandhi was acquainted with Indians belong- 
ing to different religions. He loved all religions. He 
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started studying Bible, Kuran, Upanishads and 
other religious books. He also studied the teaching 
of Zorashter and books of Leo Tolstoy. 


In his legal practice, Gandhi used 
to successfully arrange for a settlement between 
the parties. He then prepared for his return 
to India. 


A farewell party was arranged at Durban. 


While reading the news paper ‘Natal 
Mercury’, he saw a news item. It was about an Act 
to be introduced in the Parliament of South Africa 
to take away the voting power of Indians. If it 


Farewell party to Gandhi at Durban 
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became a law, it would be a severe blow to the 
Indians. Gandhi discussed the same to his friends. 
All of them understood the harmful effect of the 
Act. He was requested to stay in South Africa and 
guide them in such a difficult situation. Gandhi 
agreed to stay back. 


He served his people with devotion. He had 
a strong desire to unite all Indians and improve 
their living conditions. He had good earnings as a 
lawyer. He started spending all his earnings to the 
service of the people. He drafted a memorandum 
against the proposed Act. It was signed by thou- 
sands of Indians. Political awareness was created 
among the people. 


Natal Indian Congress was founded in 1984. 
Natal Education Association was started to 
protect the interests of the Indian youth. He 
learnt Urdu and Tamil while serving the Indians of 
Natal. 
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6. Compassion 


Gandhi felt that the movement he had started 
would be long drawn. So he decided to stay in 
Natal. He came to India to take his wife and 
children in the year 1896. 


He stayed in India for a short period. It was 
a politically significant time. He delivered speeches 
at several places. He wrote, published and distrib- 
uted a book depicting the condition of Indians in 
South Africa. At that time arrangements were 
being made for the celebration of the Diamond 
Jubilee of Queen Victoria. Gandhi participated in 
the celebrations. 


Gandhi left India for South Africa along with 
his wife and children. 


South African news papers had misreported 
the speeches and writings of Gandhi in India. The 
Whitemen who read this, became angry. They 
were waiting for Gandhi's return. As soon as he 
got down from the ship, they attacked him. They 
threw brick-bats and rotten eggs at him. His life 
was in danger. At that critical time the wife of an 
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European police officer came and led Gandhi to 
a safe place. The police asked him to file a case 
against the people who attacked him. But he 
refused. "I don't feel that it is the mistake of the 
people who attacked me. But it is the mistake of 
the leaders'. Gandhi wrote to the government 
accordingly. This increased their respect for 
Gandhi. When people came to know the truth, 
they felt sorry for their actions. 


Lie Fed 
a | Aang 


Wife a European Police Officer led Gandhi to a safe place 


At that time 1899, there was a war between 
the Boers and the British. Gandhi formed an 
Ambulance Corps and served the wounded sol- 
diers. This was a great service. It was appreciated 
and a war medal was awarded to Gandhi. 
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Gandhi thought his work in South Africa was 
almost completed and planned to return to India 
with a promise to come back if he was called. 
People appreciated the services of Gandhi and 
presented him gifts of gold, silver and diamond. 
But, Gandhi did not accept them. He made it clear 
that he would not accept any reward for the 
service. He deposited all these valuables in a bank 
to be used for the service of the community. He 
returned to India. 


7. Will Power 


After 1901, he returned to India, he met all 
the leaders. He participated in the congress ses- 
sion held in Calcutta. He worked as a volunteer. 
At that time, all discussions were held in English. 
He felt sorry for the same. 


Gandhi had great regard for Gopalakrishna 
Gokhale. Gokhale too had love and affection 
towards Gandhi. Gandhi stayed in Bombay and 
started his legal practice. Meanwhile, a call 


came from South Africa asking Gandhi to come 
back. 


Gandhi in the dress of Red Cros 
during Zulu war 


S 


Soon after 
1902, he went to 
South Africa. 
Gandhi started his 
work. Indians 
had to be united 
and they had to 
work for the 
preservation of 
self-respect and 
political safe- 
guards. They had 
to fight against 
disrespect and 
injustice and not 
to submit to 


humiliation and insults. They had to develop will 
power to suffer hardships as required by a 
Satyagrahi (passive resistance). Gandhi desired to 
develop such characters among the Indians. 


He started in 1904, the weekly paper "Indian 
Opinion" in English, Hindustani, Gujarathi and 
Tamil. He was influenced by Ruskin's book, "Unto 
this Last". He translated it into Gujarathi and 
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named it, 'Sarvodaya'. He also published small 
useful books such as 'Guide to Health’, ‘Ethical 
Religion' and 'Hind Swaraj'. He started mobilizing 
people and tried to build political awareness. 
People started treating him as their brother. All 
were united to assist him in this work. 


Gandhi took an oath to lead his life like a 
bachelor. He gave up milk, spices, salt ad cereals. 
He also fasted now and then. 


Zulu people, natives of Africa, stopped pay- 
ing taxes and started an agitation. Government 
called it a 'Revolt'. British hunted them. Gandhi 
felt sorry for these acts. Gandhi arranged to 
nurse the wounded and formed an Ambulance 
Corp. 


8. Truth - Non-violence 


It was a task to serve guests and treat patients 
in his house at Phoenix town. He started experi- 
menting with nature cure. He undertook on himself 
the responsibility to educate his children and the 
children of his colleagues. He spent his money to 
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educate the intelligent children. His desire was that 
the youth should stay in that country and continue 
his work. 


Ruskin's Book, "Unto this Last", had left 
deep impression on him. He started thinking on its 
lines. He was anxious to develop his thinking with 
a _ spiritual background. He was always thinking 
of the problems faced by Indians living in south 
Africa. All ‘these 
resulted in the 
shaping of a new 
philosophy. He 
started thinking of 
building a society 
based on Truth 
and Non-violence. 
Gandhi has de- 
scribed all these in 
detail, in his book, 
"Hind Swaraj". 

White people 
in South Africa 
were treating the 
blacks like 


BT ene 
Sathyagrahi Gandhi in South Africa 


untouchables. Gandhi 
faced these problems 
with Truth and Non-Vio- 
lence. This struggle gave 
birth to Satyagraha. He | 
faced all the difficulties 
and finally won. All the 
Acts and Regulations 
against the Indians were 
withdrawn. 


Women also 
participated in this 
struggle. Kasturi Bai, 
wife of Gandhi, took a leading role. Her sufferings 
and sacrifice were great. This struggle gave new 
hope and strength to the Indians. This news also 
reached India. This gave the hope that the unedu- 
cated, unarmed people could develop strength and 


challenge the might of the British and attain free- 
dom. | 


Gandhi in Swadeshi 


After more than 20 years of stay in South 
Africa in 1914, Gandhi returned to India. He was 


determined to spend the rest of his life to achieve 
freedom for India. 
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Twenty five years earlier, he had desired to 
imitate customs and manners of the British. Gradu- 
ally this madness was given up. He started wearing 
Kathiawadi dress with long shirt and turban. He 
led a simple life. 


9. Satyagraha Ashram 


On the banks of Sabarmathi river in 
Ahemadabad 1915, Sathyagraha Ashram was es- 
tablished. He toured all over India and studied the 
living conditions of the people. He developed 
friendship with Rabindranath Tagore, the poet and 
Swami Shradhananda. 


S32 ¥ Obey Aw ed 
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Sabarmathi Ashram 
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Sathyagraha Ashram became an experimental 
school. Truth, non-violence, chastity, non-stealing, 
non-possession, control of palate, fearlessness, 
removal of untouchability and religious tolerance 
were the code of conduct of all ashramites. Ashram 
became the training school for all Sathyagrahis. It 
was a centre for propagation of constructive 
work. He used sathyagraha against injustice. 


Indians were being sent to "Fiji" Islands as 
workers. The landlords there treated them as 
slaves. Gandhi warned against such ill-treatment. 
As a result, this system was abolished. 


In the Champaran district of Bihar, the culti- 
vators were forced by the European land lords to 
grow Indigo, a blue dye. They imposed on them 
untold sufferings in 1917. Gandhi went to 
Chamaparan. Government ordered him to leave 
the place. He refused. He organised constructive 
programmes for the upliftment of the masses with 
the help of volunteers. He asked the farmers to be 
brave and face the oppression. The government 
was forced to hold an enquiry into the grievances 
of the cultivators. Then government passed an Act 


which gave a great relief to the cultivators and the 
land tenants. 
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Babu Rajendra Prasad hailed from Bihar. He 
left his legal practice and became a disciple of 
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ATONE 


Gandhi with Babu Rajendra Prasad 


Gandhi during Champaran struggle. He dedicated 
himself to serve the country. 


Famine occurred in Kheda district of 
Gujarath. Agriculturists requested the government 
not to collect land tax. Their appeal was not 
heeded. Under the leadership of Gandhi, the agri- 
culturists observed satyagraha and won in 1918 
March. Sardar Vallabhabai Patel joined Gandhij1 
during this struggle. Later he became a national 


leader. 
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10. Non-Co-Operation 


At this period, world war started. The 
Viceroy held a conference of all leaders to get their 
support for the war effort. Gandhiji participated 
and agreed to support the government in the war. 
He toured Gujrat for recruiting people for service 
in the army. The world war was over and the 
British won. Many Indians laid down their lives in 
the war for the victory of the British. 


After the war, problem of Khilafat arose in 
Turkey. Muslims in India expressed their unhappi- 
ness with the British. Khilafat committee was 
formed in support of Khilafat movement in 1920 
I* August. 


With a view to suppress all opposition to the 
Government, the British proposed the Rowlatt 
Bill in 1919 April 6". This provided government 
with unlimited powers to Suppress any movement 
aimed against of the government. Gandhiji started 
an agitation against the bill. Government made this 
Bill into an Act. The whole country was provoked. 
Hindus and Muslims together opposed the Act. 
Thousands of innocent people were killed in the 
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firing at Jallianwallabagh at Amritsar. People were 
flogged in the public places. Gandhi began to 
think of steps to stop such atrocities. He decided 
that Non-Cooperation was the only solution as 
practised by him in South Africa. Congress and 
Khilafat committee supported the Non-Co 
operation movement under Gandhi's leadership. 


Jallianwalla Bagh and the police flogging a protester 


He was convinced that training in 
Non-violence was necessary for the people. He 
started the two papers, "Young India" and 
"Navjeevan". 

Lokamanya Tilak died when Gandhiji started 
the Non co-operation movement. Complete 
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responsibility fell on Gandhiji. The mass move- 
ment awakened the people and created in them a 
new vitality. Government servants resigned their 
job. Students boycotted schools and colleges. 
Lawyers boycotted courts. Foreign clothes were 
discarded and burnt. Swadeshi movement and 
other constructive activities were taken up. Na- 
tional Educational Institutions were started. Thou- 
sands of students were trained in these institutions. 
They were engaged in constructive programmes. 
More than 20 lakhs charakas (spinning wheels) 
were distributed. 


11. Accepted the mistake 


Congress session, held in Ahemadabad, 
declared Gandhiji as the supreme leader of the 
mass movement. Gandhiji declared that he would 
get freedom for the country in one year if all 
agreed to his conditions. 


Gandhiji organised mass satyagraha in 1922 
at Bardoli. It was to be started in two days. 
Meanwhile violence took place in Chowri Chowra 
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in Uttar Pradesh. "Country is not ready for the 
Non-Violence movement. I made a mistake by 
giving a call so early for the non-violent move- 
ment", said Gandhiji and accepted his mistake. He 
called off the satyagraha. He gave a call to people 
to take up constructive programmes. People's 
enthusiasm dwindled as satyagraha was 
stopped. 


Gandhiji was a great leader and was a store 
house of energy. Government knew who was 
controlling the pulse of the country. Gandhiji was 
arrested before he started the next movement. He 
was imprisoned for 6 years. And people took up 
to constructive programmes. 


Congress was divided into two groups. In 
1922, after the arrest of Gandhi, Chittaranjan Dass, 
Motilal Nehru and others were in favour of making - 
certain changes in the Non-cooperation move- 
ment. But the other group under Sardar Vallabhai 
Patel and Rajagopalachari wanted to continue the 
non co-operation movement as it was. This led to 
differences in the congress. Communal distur- 
bances led to division among the Muslims and the 
Hindus. Gandhi was released from the jail for 
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undergoing a surgical operation. There were politi- 
cal changes in the country. There was a possibility 
of division of Congress. There was a climate of 
pessimism in the country. 


The congress session was held at Belgaum in 
1924. Gandhi was the president of the session. 
This session gave acceptance to the demand of 
those who wanted to contest for the legislative 
assemblies. That group called their party as "Swaraj 
Party". 


Gangadhar Rao president of Reception Committee 
along with Gandhi 


Gandhi gave a call to those who wanted to 
continue the non co-operation movement, to adopt 
constructive work. Swaraj Party realised a little 
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later that participation in the Legislative councils or 
assemblies would not yield fruitful results. Once 
again Gandhiji was requested to guide and lead 
them. 


12. Non-violent struggle 


‘Simon commission was boycotted. People's 
opposition revealed to the government the strength 
of the people. The educated and the youth were 
awakened. Desire for freedom was born. The 
success of Bardoli Satyagraha instilled confidence 
among the people. It was a no-tax campaign. Do 
you know who took the lead in Bardoli ? It was 
Sardar Vallabahi Patel. 


Jawahara Lal Nehru was elected as the 
president of congress session held in Lahore in the 
year 1929. "Total Independence, Purna $waraj" 
was declared as the goal. To that effect a resolu- 
tion was passed. Gandhi took the responsibility of 
bringing this into action. He also declared that he 
would not return to Sabarmathi Ashram till India 


got Independence. 
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Jawaharlal Nehru was elected as the president of 
congress in 1926 


1930 March 12" Salt Satyagraha was started 
by marching on foot to Dandi, Gandhi declared, 
"The Britishers have ruined all our wealth, cus- 
toms and religion. Their rule is a curse. It is our 
determination to remove them. We do not torture 
any one by violence. I proclaim that it is our duty 
to destroy the evil administration." 


pis 


People took part in Salt Satyagraha in large 
numbers. Police were torturing Satyagrahis. They 
arrested Gandhi. But Satyagraha did not stop. At 
Bardoli, Ankola, Siddapur, people offered 
satyagraha by not paying the taxes. After some 
time Gandhi was released. The Gandhi-Irvin pact 
was signed. 


This was a great victory of Congress. Gandhi- 
Irvin pact was to be approved in the Congress 
session in Karachi. But, just before the session, 


is : Der. A 
Gandhi broke the law preparing the salt at the seashore in 
1930 April 6". 
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Bhagath Singh was hanged. New problems arose. 
There was a possibility of division in the congress. 
But Gandhi did not allow it.. 


Consequent to the pact, Gandhi went to 
London to attend the Round Table Conference in 
1931. The Congress demand was to have com- 
plete Independence. Gandhi declared that if Mus- 
lims agreed to this, he would work for their 
welfare. After hearing this a Muslim leader praised 
him. "Gandhi is not a Muslim. But he is doing 
service to Muslims." 


13. Experiment with Satyagraha 


The British politicians did not agree with the 
views of Gandhi in the Round Table Conference. — 
The negotiations failed. He came back to India 
with an empty hand. As soon as he reached India, 
Gandhi and other national leaders were arrested. 
The Civil Disobedience movement was started. 
The Government started suppressing it. It 
removed the tricolour flags flying on the Municipal 
buildings. Britishers insisted on hoisting Union 
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Jack flag, their national flag. Heavy taxes were 
levied on the people. Oppression started in and 
around Bengal. They were torturing both men and 
women, especially Hindus. Everyone should have 
identification letters if they wanted to get out of 
their house. Many were arrested and expelled from 
their state. The British put restrictions even on the 
type of dress people wore. Many schools and 
colleges were closed. Cycle riding was also pro- 
hibited. The Government was dominating all spheres 
of people's lives. 


In 1932, the Prime Minister of England de- 
clared the intention of the government to provide 
for separate electorate for scheduled castes. The 
scheduled castes (Harijan) were to elect their 
representatives to parliament separately, treating 
them as "non-Hindus". It was a great injustice and 
the very existence of Hinduism was at stake. 
During the Round Table Conference itself Gandhi 
had cautioned the British government against this 
and had conveyed his opposition to such a 
measure. On learning of the decision of the 
government, Gandhi wrote a letter to Viceroy and 
declared that, if it is not abolished, he was under- 
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taking a fast unto death. His plea was not heeded. 
Gandhi began the fast. This news was published 
immediately in all news papers. The whole country 
was in a turmoil. Leaders of all parties met under 
the leadership of Madan Mohan Malaviya, a Hindu 
leader. Ambedkar and other Harijan leaders agreed 
not to press for their demand. As a result British 
government withdrew their proposal. 


14. Constructive Programmes 


Gandhi was released from the prison. He 
gave a call to stop satyagraha. He demanded the 
release of all political prisoners. Many congress 
leaders were not in agreement with Gandhi 
regarding the end of Satyagraha. After the end of 
his fast, he travelled all over the country to pursue 
the work of Harijan welfare. Hindus opposed it. 
The tour started yielding results in the removal of 
untouchability. Hindu society opened its eyes. 
People came forward to work in this direction. 


Lakhs of rupees were collected for the Harijan 
welfare. 


33 


After this tour, at the request of Jamanalal 
Bajaj, Gandhi settled in Wardha. He started an 
ashram at Sevagram near Wardha. He spent his 
time for the development of Khadi and village 
industries and concentrated wholly on these 
fields. | 


British had introduced in India an educational 
system which aimed at preparing the necessary 
staff require for government administration. Gandhi 
opposed this system. He introduced the 
concept of Basic Education. Education through 


Gandhi is spinning 


34 


Work was its philosophy and its aim was Self- 
dependence. 


"Gandhi Seva Sangh" was established to 
spread the message of Gandhi. Only those 
commited to service believers became its mem- 
bers. Satyagraha Ashram and Gandhi Seva Sangh 
were his experiment grounds. Some people started 
making allegations regarding Gandhi Seva Sangh. 
Gandhi believed that a Satyagrahi should be above 
suspicion. Hence he dissolved the sangha. 


A nation should have a national language. 
Gandhi advocated Hindi as the national language. 
"Dakshina Bharath Hindi Prachar Sabha" was 
started to facilitate the pecple from South India to 
learn Hindi. Similarly to serve the interests of 
‘cows' and 'Adivasis' separate institutions were 
started. 


15. Freedom Struggle 


The Second World War began in 1939. All 
negotiations with the Viceroy and the British 
government for the attainment of freedom failed. 


ie Le. 
First individual satyagrahi Vinoba Bhave with 
Gandhi at Sevagram 


Gandhi started individual Satyagraha in 1940. 
Vinoba was the first satyagrahi. Jawaharlal Nehru 
was the next. Before Jawaharlal started the 
satyagraha, he was arrested. Many satyagrahis 
were imprisoned and they opposed the war. Gandhi 
made an appeal to Germany and Britain to stop 
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the war. It had no effect. Japan joined the war. The 
war spread all over the world. Japan took control 
of Rangoon. There was a feeling that they would 
attack Madras and Bengal. 


British desired that the congress and all other 
political parties to participate in the war effort. 
They sent Stafferd Cripps to negotiate. Gandhi's 
sympathies were with the British, but he and 
congress wanted to help them only as a free 
Nation. This proposal was not accepted. The 
negotiations failed. 


All India Congress Committee met in Bombay 
on August 8th 1942. They discussed the war 
situation. It was decided that India had no 
salvation until the British leave India. For this 
struggle, Gandhiji gave the inspiring message, "Do 
or Die" and "Quit India". 


The same day Government arrested Gandhi, 
and other congress working committee members. 
All other congress leaders were also arrested. 
Congress had given a call to the nation to fight for 
freedom. As all leaders had been arrested there 
were no leaders left to guide the people. But, 
people fought for the freedom based on the 
message of Gandhi - Do or Die. 
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16. Sacrifice 


Gandhi was arrested and kept in 
Agakhan Palace in Pune. Mahadev Desai and 
Kasturi Bai were with him. Both of them died there 
itself. It was a great sacrifice for the cause of 
freedom. 


All over India there was unrest and disorder. 
People rose in revolt against the government. 
Government property was destroyed. Post 
offices, railway stations were burnt. There was a 
state of anarchy. Innocent people lost their lives in 
police firings. Lakhs of people were jailed. Valu- 
able properties were confiscated. Cash awards 
were announced for the arrest of underground 
workers. They were threatened to surrender or to 
face death. Inspite of all these threats the struggle 
continued. Thousands of people sacrificed their 
lives. 


Government blamed Gandhiji and Congress 
for the unrest and violence. Gandhi wrote a letter 
to the Viceroy on December 1942 and disowned 
the charges. He pleaded that the truth should be 


Mahadeva Desai Samadhi 


told and that the responsibility for all the unrest 


and the happenings was the unwarranted action of 
the government. 


Finally as a Satyagrahi, Gandhi undertook a 
21 days fast. Gandhi was seriously ill. All parties 
demanded his immediate release. Gandhi's fast 
and the freedom struggle gave a shock to the 
British government. Gandhi was released without 


any conditions in May 1944. Later other leaders 
were also released. 
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17. Violence 


The British government wanted cO-operation 
and help from Gandhi in the war effort. 


Gandhi made it clear that if India had to assist 
in the war effort, it should become free. A 
decision in the matter could be taken only by the 
congress working committee. And members of the 
working committee were still in jail. Hence govern- 
ment released the working committee members. 


In April 1945, war ended in Europe. Fresh 
elections were held in Britain. The new govern- 
ment sent three cabinet ministers to India for 
negotiation and announced that they proposed to 
grant self-government to India after the end of the 
war. Till such time an interim government was to 
be formed for which Congress agreed. Jinnah and 
Muslim league laid a condition that they wanted 
parity in the interim government and that, only 
Muslim league would represent Muslims. 
Congress did not agree to this. Many Muslims 
had joined the congress and fought for the 
freedom of the country. Congress was not a 
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Gandhi alone on foot in Nowkhali 


communal organization. Congress leaders argued 
that Nationalist Muslims should be given represen- 
tation in the interim cabinet. 


The Cabinet Mission wanted both Congress 
and Muslim League together to form the govern- 
ment. Since the League did not agree with the 
contention of Congress, Interim government was 
formed by congress without Muslim League. 


4] 


Jinnah and the League leaders were angry. 
They declared violent direct action against 
the government and Congress. Five to six 
thousand innocent people died in Bengal. With the 
initiative of Lord Wavell, Muslim League joined the 
government two months after Congress formed 
the government. This strengthened their direct 
action. 


Muslim League started their action in 
Nowkhali, a Muslim majority area in Bengal. 
Murder, arson, looting, forced-conversions, 
forced-marriages and abduction took place. 
Villages were destroyed. To escape from violence, 
many fled to other areas in Bengal. 


18. Truth and Love 


Gandhi who was staying in the Harijan colony 
at Delhi was greatly disturbed by these events. He 
started contemplating about the role of a satyagrahi 
in such situations. People had lost their lives, 
children and home. What is their future ? He 
decided to go to Nowkhali. Many people appealed 


vr 


Gandhi with the lady who had lost everything in the riot 


to him not to go to that place as it was not safe. 
Gandhi did not go back on his resolve. He stayed 
in Calcutta for 3-4 days and reached Nowkhali. 
There were communal riots in Bihar. He threatened 


: 


that he would fast, if it did not stop. Immediately 
the riots stopped. 


43 


Gandhi's his mission was to 'Do or Die'. He 
started his peace march in Nowkhali. He met 
Muslims and Hindus. He instilled courage in the 
Hindus who had suffered. He started preaching 
the message of love and peace to the Muslims. In 
the beginning no Muslim was attending his prayer 
‘meetings. Within a few days, the atmosphere had 
changed. Thousands of Muslims began to attend 

_the prayer meetings. They began to arrange for his 
Stay in their house. 


The British handed over power to Indians on 
August 15th, 1947. India became an Independent 
country. But it was partitioned into two 
countries, India and Pakistan. Punjab and Bengal 
provinces were partitioned. Communal riots 

started every where. A few days before August 

15, houses were burnt, people were killed. Lakhs 
of people were rendered homeless. Gandhi rushed 
to Calcutta. 


Gandhi camped in a street where mostly 
Muslims lived. This brought some peace. But 
“enemity had not gone. Looting and murders con- 


. 
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tinued. Gandhi declared that Hindus and Muslims 
should stop the riots and should live like brothers 
or else he would fast unto death. 


19. Miracle of Non-violence 


Gandhi was a staunch believer in God and 
Non-violence. Hindus could not walk in the Mus- 
lim area and Muslims in Hindu area. Gandhi began 
his fast. Immediately all riots stopped. 


On August 15th, 2-3 lakhs of Hindus and 
Muslims attended his prayer meeting. All of them 
together took out a procession. They shouted 
"Mahatma Gandhiji Jai". Hindu Mahasabha, Mus- 
lim and Congress leaders agreed to stop violence 
and Gandhi broke his fast. 


Everyone was surprised at the sudden end of 
riots and the return of life of peace. The Viceroy, 
Lord Mountabattern was amazed at "one man's 
marvellous power". Thus Gandhi exhibited the 
miracle of the power of Non-Violence. 


In the same period riots increased in Punjab 
and Delhi. Migration of Hindus and Sikhs from 
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Nest Punjab to East Punjab and Muslims from 
Jast Punjab to West Punjab was a pitiable scene. 
Muslims in Delhi lost their houses and stayed in 
nosques and public places. Even the Harijan 
Olony was full of refugees. They had to be 
shifted to Birla Bhavan. The plight of the refugees 
yf West Bengal too was in a pitiable condition. 


Gandhi was conducting prayer meetings ev- 
sry day. He was appealing to Hindus not to create 
ommunal violence and to maintain peace in the 
rity. He was visiting the refugee camps consoling 
he Muslims and Hindus. 


Gandhi in Prayer 
This work of Gandhi was disliked by many 
indu organisations. They accused him of being 
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partial to Muslims. Gandhi declared that he was 
going to undertake fast unto death if the riots did 
not stop. Then peace prevailed in the capital. 


20. Life Sacrifice 


It was decided to give Rupees 50 crores to 
Pakistan when the country was divided into India 
and Pakistan. In the same period, the issue of 
Kashmir also came up. During the discussions, 
India informed Pakistan that they would give 50 
crores of rupees as soon as every thing was 
settled. Gandhi said, "Pay 50 crores that is due to 
Pakistan immediately". This was not liked by 
many. 


Home Minister Vallabhabai Patel had a suspi- 
cion regarding a plot to murder Gandhi. He sug- 
gested to Gandhi that security police should search 
all people, who attend the prayer meeting. Gandhi 
did not agree. "My protector is God and not any 
Human being" he declared. 


Gandhi completed all his work on the morn- 
ing of 30th January 1948. At 10 a.m. he had his 
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Body of ray at ann Bhavan for final Darshan 


food. He finished his writing work. He was talking 
to Vallabhabai Patel for a long time in the after 
noon. It was time for prayer meeting and Manu 
Gandhi kept the watch in front of Gandhi. He 
started for the prayer meeting. He was late by 10 
minutes. He leaned on the shoulders of Abha and 
Manu, his grand nieces. People rose to greet him. 
People made way for him. Suddenly a man in a 
Khaki uniform came across. As it was already late 
manu tried to stop him. But he pushed her away 
and she fell. He stepped close to Gandhi and 
bowed down as if doing a "namaskar". He raised 
his pistol and shot at Gandhi in quick succession. 
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The bullets entered his chest, stomach and lungs. 
Gandhi called out, "Hey Ram" "Hey Ram" and 
collapsed. 


This news spread like wild fire through out 
the city. Patel, Nehru and Lord Mountbatten came 
to Birla Bhavan. Lakhs of people started pouring 
in for the last glimpse of Gandhi. 


Next day, at 11 a.m., the body was taken in 
a silent procession for cremation. All joined in 
paying homage to the father of the nation. At 
5 p.m., the funeral took place on the banks of 
river, Yamuna. 


His body was no more but his memory is 
immortal. 
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Questions for children are 
given to practise 
Chapter I 


1) Who was called Mahatma Gandhi ? 
2) What were his good habits ? 


Chapter Il 
1) Write an incident to show that Gandhi was honest in his 


school days. 


Chapter II 

1) Name the Moral stories he read. 

2) Why did he resolve not to steal or eat meat ? 
3) | What taught him the lesson of Non-Violence ? 
4) What promise did his mother take from him ? 


Chapter IV 
1) Write briefly about the colour prejudice that prevailed in 
South Africa. 


Chapter V 
1) | What was his attitude towards all religions? 
2) Why was Natal Education Association started? 


Chapter VI 

1) How did he escape from the attack of the white men ? 

2) How did he help the wounded soldiers in the Boers 
War ? 
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3) | What did Gandhi do with the rewards presented by the 
| people ? 
Chapter VII | 

1) Describe the service rendered by Gandhi to unite the 


people in South Africa. 


Chapter VIII 

1) | What was the task taken up by Gandhi at Phoenix 
town? 

2) | How was his way of 'Truth and Non-Violence' effective 
in facing problems ? 

3) | What did he decide to do after his stay of twenty years 


in South Africa ? 


Chapter IX 
1) Describe briefly the Satyagraha Ashram. 
2) | How did Gandhiji help the people of Champaran District 


of Bihar ? 

3) Write a note on the agriculturists of Kheda District of 
Gujarath. 

Chapter X 


1) Why did the Congress and Khilafat Committee support 


the Non-Cooperation movement. 


Chapter XI 3 
1) — Write briefly on Gandhi's mass satyagraha in Bardoli. 


51 


2) | Where was the Congress session held ? What was its 
effect ? 


Chapter XII 

1) What was the goal of the Congress session in Lahore ? 
2) Describe briefly Gandhijis 'Salt Satyagraha’. 

3) | What was the result of Gandhi-Irvin pact ? 


Chapter XIII 

1) How did people suffer when the civil disobedience 
movement was started ? 

2) When did the British Government withdraw the proposal 


of separate electorate for scheduled castes ? 


Chapter XIV 
1) Write a note on the Sevagram Ashrama. 
2) What is Gandhiji's concept of basic education ? How 


did he promote Hindi as the National Language? 


Chapter XV 
1) Describe briefly Gandhi individual Satyagraha started in 
1940. 


2) What was Gandhi's inspiring message in-1942 and how 


was it followed? 
Chapter XVI 


1) . Why did the Government blame Gandhiji and Congress? 
2) What did Gandhi want to do as a Satyagrahi ? 
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Chapter XVII 

1) | Why did Jinnah and the Mulsim League leaders become 
angry ? Write a note on the communal violence in 
Nowkhali. 

2) | Write about Gandhi's peace march in Nowkhali. 

3) | How did Gandhiji try to control the enemity between the 
Hindus and the Muslims ? 

Chapter XIX 

1) How did Gandhi exhibit the miracle power of Non - 
Violence. 

2) | How did he maintain peace in the places of communal 
violence ? 

Chapter XX 

1) | What was the settlement made for the division of India 
and Pakistan? 

2) | What was the caution given by Vallabhabai Patel to 
Gandhi? 

3) | What were the final words uttered by Gandhi ? 
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